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	Passage:  
1 Peter 4:1-11
	Questions for reflection are in boxes.


If a person really believes in eternity, then he will make the best use of time. 

Read 1 Peter 4:1-11.  How much time in a typical day do you spend in your job; with your family; with God; sleeping; in creative activities or doing other things like watching TV?
If we are convinced that Jesus is coming, then we will want to live prepared lives. Whether Jesus comes first, or death comes first, we want to make "the rest of the time" count for eternity.  Our greatest desire should be to live for God!  And we can!  Peter described four attitudes that a Christian should cultivate in his lifetime if he desires to make his life all that God wants it to be.

1.      A militant attitude towards sin (4:1-3)
The picture is that of a soldier who puts on his equipment and arms himself for battle. Our attitudes are weapons, and weak or wrong attitudes will lead us to defeat. Outlook determines outcome, and a believer must have the right attitudes if he is to live a right life.  It is easy for Christians to get accustomed to sin. Instead of having a militant attitude that hates and opposes it, we gradually get used to sin, sometimes without even realizing it. The one thing that will destroy "the rest of our time" is sin. A believer living in sin is a terrible weapon in the hands of Satan.
Discuss how you can have a militant attitude towards sin.  How essential is it to have a ‘militant attitude to sin’ if we wish to call ourselves Christian?
Peter presented several arguments to convince us to oppose sin in our lives.

A. THINK OF WHAT SIN DID TO JESUS (4:1). He had to suffer because of sin (see 2:21; 3:18). How can we enjoy that which made Jesus suffer and die on the cross?  Our Lord came to earth to deal with sin and to conquer it forever. He dealt with the ignorance of sin by teaching the truth and by living it before men's eyes. He dealt with the consequences of sin by healing and forgiving; and, on the cross, He dealt the final deathblow to sin itself. He was armed, as it were, with a militant attitude toward sin, even though He had great compassion for lost sinners.

Our goal in life is to "cease from sin." We will not reach this goal until we die, or are called Home when the Lord returns; but this should not keep us from striving (I John 2:28—3:9). 

Suffering, plus Christ in our lives, can help us have victory over sin. But the central idea here seems to be the same truth taught in Romans 6; we are identified with Christ in His suffering and death, and therefore can have victory over sin. As we yield ourselves to God, and have the same attitude toward sin that Jesus had, we can overcome the old life and manifest the new life.

B. ENJOY THE WILL OF GOD (4:2). The contrast is between the desires of men and the will of God. Our longtime friends may not understand the change in our lives, and they want us to return to the same life we had before we became Christians.  But the will of God is so much better! If we do the will of God, then we will invest "the rest of our time" in that which is lasting and satisfying; but if we give in to the world around us, we will waste "the rest of our time" and regret it when we stand before Jesus.

C. REMEMBER WHAT YOU WERE BEFORE YOU MET CHRIST (4:3).  There are times when looking back at your past life would be wrong, because Satan could use those memories to discourage you. But God urged Israel to remember that they had once been slaves in Egypt (Deut. 5:15). Paul remembered that he had been a persecutor of believers (I Tim. l:12ff), and this encouraged him to do even more for Christ. We sometimes forget the bondage of sin and remember only the passing pleasures of sin.

We may not have been guilty of such gross sins as are mentioned in Peter 4:3, in our days before turning to Christ, but we were still sinners—and our sins helped to crucify him. How foolish to go back to that kind of life!

2.      A patient attitude towards the lost (4:4-6)
Unsaved people do not understand the radical change that their friends experience when they trust Christ and become children of God. They do not think it strange when people wreck their bodies, destroy their homes, and ruin their lives by running from one sin to another!  But let a drunkard become sober, or an immoral person pure, and the family thinks he has lost his mind!  We must be patient toward the lost, even though we do not agree with their lifestyles or participate in their sins. After all, unsaved people are blind to spiritual truth (2 Cor. 4:3-4) and dead to spiritual enjoyment (Eph. 2:1).
How patient are you with those who lead lives that show no evidence of Christian standards?  
Our contact with the lost is important to them since we are the bearers of the truth that they need. When unsaved friends attack us, this is our opportunity to witness to them (I Peter 3:15).

The unsaved may judge us, but one day, God will judge them. Instead of arguing with them, we should pray for them, knowing that the final judgment is with God. This was the attitude that Jesus took (2:23).  The Apostle Paul also took the same attitude (2 Tim. 4:6-8).

We must not interpret verse 6 apart from the context of suffering; otherwise, we will get the idea that there is a second chance for salvation after death. Peter was reminding his readers of the Christians who had been martyred for their faith. They had been falsely judged by men, but now, in the presence of God, they received their true judgment. The Gospel is preached only to the living (I Peter 1:25) because there is no opportunity for salvation after death (Heb. 9:27). We may sacrifice our lives in the midst of persecution, but God will honour and reward us. We must fear God and not men (I Peter 3:13-17;). While we are in these human bodies we are judged by human standards. One day, we shall be with the Lord and receive the true and final judgment.

How can your ‘patience for the unsaved’ temper your feelings of justice with those of mercy?
3.      An expectant attitude toward Christ (4:7)
Christians in the early church expected Jesus to return in their lifetime (Rom. 13:12; I John 2:18). The fact that He did not return does not invalidate His promise (2 Peter 3; Rev. 22:20). No matter what interpretation we give to the prophetic Scriptures, we must all live in expectancy. The important thing is that we shall see the Lord one day and stand before Him. How we live and serve today will determine how we are judged and rewarded on that day.

This attitude of expectancy must not turn us into lazy dreamers (2 Thes. 3;6ff) or zealous fanatics.

If you knew Christ was returning tomorrow, or next week, what changes would you make in your life?
The phrase "be sober" means "be sober-minded, keep your mind steady and clear." It was a warning against wild thinking about prophecy that could lead to an unbalanced life and ministry. Often we hear of sincere people who go "off balance" because of an unbiblical emphasis on prophecy or a misinterpretation of prophecy.  If we are sober-minded, we will be intellectually sound and not off on a tangent because of some "new" interpretation of the Scriptures.  An expectant attitude toward Christ's return involves a serious, balanced mind and an alert, awake prayer life. The test of our commitment to the doctrine of Christ's return is not our ability to draw charts or discern signs, but our thinking and praying. If our thinking and praying are right, our living should be right.

4.      A fervent attitude toward the saints (4:8-11)     
If we really look for the return of Christ, then we shall think of others and properly relate to them.  Love for the saints (other ordinary Christians) is important, it is the badge of a believer in this world (John 13:34-35). Especially in times of testing and persecution, Christians need to love one another and be united in heart. This love should be "fervent." (4:8 NKJ)  The word pictures an athlete straining to reach the goal. It speaks of eagerness and intensity. Christian love is something we have to work at, just the way an athlete works on his skills. It is not a matter of emotional feeling, though that is included, but of dedicated will. Christian love means that we treat others the way God treats us, obeying His commandments in the Word.

It is even possible to love people that we do not like!

Without gossiping, discuss how you handle difficult relationships with other ‘saints’ (who may be members of your congregation or group)?
Christian love is forgiving. Peter quoted from Proverbs 10:12—"Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs." Love does not condone sin; for, if we love somebody, we will be grieved to see him sin and hurt himself and others.  Rather, love covers sin in that love motivates us to hide the sin from others and not spread it abroad.  Where there is hatred, there is malice: and malice causes a person to want to tear down the reputation of his enemy. This leads to gossip and slander (Prov.11:13; 17:9, and see I Peter 2:1). 

No one can hide his sins from God, but believers ought to try, in love, to cover each other's sins at least from the eyes of the unsaved. After all, if the unsaved crowd finds ammunition for persecuting us because of our good words and works (I Peter 2:19-20; 3:14), what would they do if they knew the bad things that Christians say and do!

Our Christian love should not only be fervent and forgiving, but it should also be practical.
 
Spend some time in considering you could and would display your Christian love for your brothers and sisters in Christ, and for other people too, in the light of the phrase ‘Living for God’?
A Final Thought
We do not know how long we have been given to serve our God, our brothers and sisters in Christ, and those outside the Kingdom of God.  Only God knows. We cannot waste our time! We must invest our time by living for God and by doing his will
