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	Passage:  
1 Peter 2:4 - 12 
	Questions for reflection are in boxes.


Read verses 4 to 8 before moving on.
Living Stones
1.
Peter is giving us theology as he learned it from Christ Himself and afterwards as he proved it in his own experience.  With this experience and vision of Christ, Peter opens this section by saying, "As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him" (2.4).  This term, ‘living stone’, first attributed to Jesus, is to form a central theme in this passage, when it is laid on God’s new Chosen People.


Peter remembered his own first coming to Jesus (John 1, 42) and the first words he ever heard Jesus speak, "You will be called Cephas," or a rock.  He, therefore, speaks from experience about coming to Jesus, the Living Stone or Rock (2. 4).  Now he is to show us how our personal faith is to be the bond of a community life, of which Christ is the Head.  He is, therefore, moving on from the personal conversion of people, as he set it out in chapter l, to the family, the flock, the Church in its true significance. He builds up his theme round the idea of a temple.  It all seems to have been suggested by our Lord's first words to him in John 1. 42.  But Peter is very careful in the use of his illustration to distinguish between Christ, the Living Stone, and Peter, a rock.  In fact, two different words are used, lithon, a polished, prepared stone, and petros, a loose stone, rough from a quarry.   Peter was quarry material, out of which, if the stone were shaped and polished, God would build His Kingdom: but Christ alone was to be the Stone (lithon) polished and prepared from before the foundation of the world, on which the entire structure of the Temple would rest,

How do you see Peter’s illustration of his being a stone applying to yourself?  In your opinion, at what stage of the finishing process are you?  As a group, how do you see yourselves fitting together to form a spiritual temple?    
2.       In the Old Testament the terms ‘rock’ and ‘stone’ was used metaphorically as a title of God," The Shepherd, the Rock of Israel." Gen. 49:24; as a standard of testing the beliefs of the people, "He will be a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall " Isaiah 8:14, and as a mark of the perfection expected by God of his holy servant, "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious corner stone for a sure foundation."  Isaiah 28:16,

Consider how people’s beliefs are tested today and discuss how you might be a ‘stone’ that illustrates, even imperfectly, the testing standard, as we live out our Christian lives.  Are you able to shape your life, as you attempt to bring it closer to that of Jesus?  If so, explain how you do it?  If not, why not?  
3.      Our Lord Himself quotes from Psalm 118:22-23, recorded in Mark 12:10,  " Haven’t you read this scripture: “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone? "  Peter, therefore, knew the Old Testament uses of the stone in connection with Messianic prophecies.  He had heard our Lord connect these prophecies with Himself.  This same Jesus, by His resurrection, is become "The head of the corner," the foundation stone of a new temple for the worship of a new Israel.


The provinces to which St. Peter refers in 1:1 were full of pagan temples of dead stones and idols.   But this Christian Temple is living.  It is being built out of material rejected by the world's spiritual ‘architects’ as useless for mankind.  The lesson Peter draws is one that has a peculiar bearing upon the conditions of our own times.


The nations seek to build Peace without the Prince of Peace, to build from a man made plan and with material that seems to them suitable for the purpose.  


The Christian answer is that by rejecting Christ and by refusing to give Him His right place as the Chief Comer Stone, they are building with dead material.  Pacts, covenants and treaties are not enough.  It is people, as living stones, whose natures have been changed by grace, that are the only material for a permanent peace, Peter therefore says, What the civilisation has discarded is, in fact, the hope of the world.  "You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house" (2: 5), of which Christ is the chief corner stone. 


The point here is that those who are cleansed, sanctified and made holy are now the temple of polished stones built together in a community life with one Shepherd and one fold.  They are to offer, not the dead sacrifices of the temple altars of pagan worship, but the living sacrifices of human lives, surrendered and dedicated to God.  Christ had said, “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing."
How do you see the Church and your group reflecting Peter’s concept of a ‘temple of polished stones built together in a community life’ in the parish, and around where you live?
Read verses 9 to 12 before moving on.
Chosen People

The Christian Church is built with ‘living stones’, followers of Jesus, who have placed him at the centre of their lives and have bound themselves together in Christ’s new community.  The Church has replaced the old covenant, in which the Children of Israel were selected as the Chosen Race, and has become the Chosen People of God, entrusted with the same responsibility granted to the pre-Christian Jewish nation.  
‘But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God’.  Discuss the implications of this awesome responsibility to yourself, the church and to your group?.

The Church of Christ must always remember that with this responsibility comes the attendant authority and the same divine discipline. 

Consider verses 11 and 12, how does being a living stone within a group of other living stones help, or hinder, our abstaining from evil desires?  How and where do we find the strength to fight our evil desires?

 To be a ‘living stone’ in the Temple of Christ is both exciting and frightening.  Once we are known to be children of God, his Chosen People, we step out into danger, just as did the first readers of Peter’s letter.   They lived in a dark world, we do too!  They faced ridicule, hardship and persecution, so do Christians today.  It is for this reason that we need to be a unified community, a living temple, built with living stones – the Chosen People of God.

Take some time to discuss how the church can put into practice all that is necessary to become the new chosen people of God, in accordance with Peter’s words, in this chapter.
