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	Passage:  
1 Peter 1:3 – 2:3 
	Questions for reflection are in boxes.


Introduction

1.
The Writer:  He identified himself as “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1:1).  It is probable that Simon 
Peter did write this letter.  It was written in Greek.  Peter would certainly speak the language, it was used 
for business, amongst other things, and, coming from Galilee, Peter would need to use it as he traded his 
fish with non-Jews in the towns and cities around Capernaum.


The letter draws on Peter’s three years of training in the company of Jesus, and its theology accords with 
the teachings of his Master.


Peter was also filled with the Holy Spirit, and the effect of the Spirit’s influence and inspiration on Peter’s 
life, work and words cannot be minimised.  It has been calculated that the letter was written in Rome in 
63AD.

2.
The Letter’s Destination:  The letter was directed to the churches situated in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia.  These provinces lay to the north of Asia Minor and appear to have been 
within the missionary remit of Peter, just as those areas to the south were the responsibility of Paul.  We 
know from Acts that Paul was prevented, by the Holy Spirit, from entering Bithynia.


It could well have been God’s will that the two apostles should not encroach on each other’s territories.


Galatia stretched from the Mediterranean to the Black Sea and was evidently divided between the two 
apostles.

3.
The reason for the writing of the letter:  The Government of the Roman Empire tolerated a number of 
religions, Judaism being one of them.  Christianity was at first considered to be a Jewish sect, and so 
enjoyed the shared toleration.  Once it became clear that Christianity was a new and different religion 
toleration ceased, and it became subjected to ridicule, harassment and persecution.


At first the attacks were sporadic, but it became clear to the leaders of the Church that a concerted 
programme of persecution was imminent, under the command of the emperor Nero.  At the time this letter 
was written Paul had already been killed, and within a year Peter also was to suffer martyrdom.  


Peter’s letter addresses both the current situation and the possible future events.  It is a letter intended to 
convey words of encouragement and hope.  It stresses the response expected from the believers in the 
face of tribulation, and urges them to bear witness of their faith to those around them.  They were to live 
holy lives, according to the teachings of Jesus, as passed on by the apostles, which would lead them 
through suffering to an eternal reward. 
Chapter 1


As we examine this letter of Peter we find that in chapter 1 we have two themes: hope and holiness.  Before reading on in these notes, and examining these themes in detail, read Peter from 1:3 to 2:3, and then consider the question:.

How do you see Peter’s introduction helping to prepare his readers for the harsh reality of suffering and persecution, which will be addressed later in the letter?  
A Living Hope.  Peter is pre-eminently the apostle of Hope, as Paul is the apostle of Faith and John of Love.  As believers, we have a “living hope” because we trust a living Christ (1:3).  This hope enables us to keep our minds under control and to “hope fully on the grace to be given” (1:13) when Jesus Christ shall return.  We must not be ashamed of our hope but be ready to explain and defend it (3:15).  Peter makes mention of present and future sufferings, and explains that since suffering brings glory, and because Jesus is coming again, his readers, and us, have a reason to be hopeful.
Have you, or someone you know, ever suffered for the Christian beliefs you hold?  How did a “living hope” help in coping during the difficult time?  If you have not had to suffer for your beliefs, how do you consider a “living hope” could help you under difficult and trying circumstances?   

The living hope that we have is a mark of the salvation we have received from the hand of Jesus, and a promised warning that our lives will be subjected to some form of testing, in His Name, even as He was tested.  As Christ received the strength to face hardship and testing so will we.  Peter is definite in his assessment of the Christian’s life as one of hope, and that hope is anchored in the saving grace of Christ, as spoken of in the words of the prophets.  Through that hope our lives must be transformed into lives of holiness.
Before reading on, how would you define the words: “holiness” and “holy”?


Holiness/holy. Holiness: “the pure , loving nature of God, separate from evil, aggressively seeking to 
universalize itself; that this character is inherent in places, times, and institutions intimately associated with 
worship; and that holiness is to characterize human beings who have entered into personal relationship 
with God.”


Holy: “sacred, set apart for the service of God or other sacred use; morally pure, free from sin or sinful 
affections; of high spiritual excellence.” 
 
1 The OT concept of holiness: Anything that is "holy" is set apart. It is removed from the realm of the 
common and moved to the sphere of the sacred. The focus of the sacred realm is God himself, Israel's 
Holy One.  "Holy" becomes a technical religious term used of persons, places, times, and things that were 
considered sacred because they were associated with and consecrated to God.  

2 Ritual holiness: The Law, as presented to Moses, established religious ritual and many aspects of the 
lifestyle of God's people. A person was in a state of holiness when he observed the legal restrictions. It was 
a responsibility of the priests to distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and 
the clean, and they were required to teach the Israelites all the decrees the LORD had given them through 
Moses (see Leviticus chapter 10).


3 Moral holiness: God's holiness was displayed in this exercise of awesome power. "Speak to the entire 
assembly of Israel," the Lord told Moses, "and say to them: `Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am 
holy.'" The commands that follow this statement are not ritual but are moral in character. They deal with 
idolatry, theft, lying, fraud, slander, revenge, etc., and include the command to love one's neighbour. These 
commands are punctuated regularly by the reminder, "I am the LORD." 


In this OT passage and many others, God's holiness is directly linked with his own moral character.

  
4 The NT concept of holiness: In the NT the most frequent use of "holy" is in the designation of God's 
Spirit as the Holy Spirit. It is also used often in reference to believers as God's "saints." In the Gospels and 
Acts "holy" may have either a ritual or a moral emphasis.  We see also a dramatic shift in the concept of 
the nature of practical holiness. 

 
5 The holy life: The NT presents a dynamic concept of holiness as moral purity expressed in contact with 
the common and profane! Believers are to separate themselves from evil while living among people who 
remain uncommitted to the divine standards. This is an extremely important reorientation. In Christian 
experience the holy is not kept rigorously distinct from ordinary life. Instead, the essence of holiness is a 
dynamic expression of the divine within the normal processes of daily life. 


6 The Holy Spirit: The Spirit is the Holy Spirit because he himself is the source of the holy. Thus NT 
holiness is always rooted in a relationship with Jesus and with the Spirit, whom Jesus sends to be within 
every believer.
What incentives did Peter give for living a holy life?  How can these incentives be translated into a principle for maintaining a holy lifestyle?.

How would you answer someone who suggested that growth in holiness, for a Christian, should be instant and effortless?

What practical steps can you take this week to become more holy?

